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the town with her Sheik, an elderly, insignificant man. As nothing
was heard of her after the massacre, every one feared she had fallen
a victim to the fanaticism of the Druses; but this was not so. On
the contrary, with the help of her husband, 'lanthe'1 had rescued
many Christians in the quarters of the Arabian Emir, Abd el
Kader. Some time later, however, she and her husband were forced
to take to the desert again and to wander from place to place
to escape the vengeance of the Mussulmans.2

Ludwig acknowledged with admiration the 'excellent conduct of
this brave woman on the occasion of the massacre of the
Christians'.3 She had remained young and active like himself
and that pleased him. It irritated him beyond measure when, for
instance, the expression 'the venerable King' occurred in an other-
wise friendly article in a Mainz newspaper. The devil take this
word which is not compatible with my fair hair and my loving
heart; even if it is suited to my seventy-four years/4 Nevertheless,
Ludwig's age was becoming apparent. He was at this time a tall,
slight, somewhat bent figure of an old man, with a haggard,
furrowed face, ironically curved lips, and sparse fair hair sprinkled
with silver threads. Plainly dressed, Ludwig wandered through
Munich, lifted the veils of passing ladies, spoke first with one and
then with another on the street, and often embarrassed people
greatly by his indelicate jokes. Up to that time he had maintained
great secrecy with regard to his infatuation for Carlotta von
Breidbach. Now rumours leaked through and the gossips in
Munich and Darmstadt were busy. The King has again fallen
violently in love/ they said, 'a young girl is his victim. Some-
times she comes to Munich, sometimes he goes to Darmstadt.
The old game is being repeated. Who knows how it will all end?'
Already there was talk of a morganatic marriage outside Bavaria
and of a joint household on the Riviera, etc., etc. Grand Duchess
Mathilde and Carlotta, whose brother-in-law kept her informed of
everything, were alarmed. That could not be allowed to go on.
The reputation of a blameless lady of the Court was at stake.

1  King Otto to Ludwig I, Athens, 1st to 13th October, 1860.   Munich H.A.

2  The former Lady Ellenborough, nee Digby, King Ludwig's lanthe', remained
a faithful wife to the Bedouin Sheik for nearly twenty-five years, until her
death. It was said that at sixty she was as fascinating as she had been at sixteen.
She died in August, 1881, in Damascus.  Full details of her career may be found
in E. M. Oddie's interesting Portrait of lanthe.

3  Ludwig I to King Otto, Darmstadt, 31st October, 1860. Munich H.A.

4  Ludwig I to the Grandduchess Mathilde, Munich, 15th December, 1860.
Munich H.A.